Kopachuck State Park is one of
Washington state’s finest assets

Editor’s notes This columin hus been

adapred from comments Gerry Baldwin made 3 s

an behalf of Preserve Ouwr Parks before the

Wiashingion Stafe Parks and Recreation Com-

rreissin fr Therrieiter o March 5, 2009,

GERRY BALDWIN
Spevlod T et e ey

hairman Scull, Director 1err, gs-
teemed members of the conmmis-

sion, ladies and gentlemen, fellow

taxpayers: I'm hene representing
Preserve Our Parks, POP isa society of like:

minded people with one purpose — the pres- b

ervation ol our incomparable state parks.

When my company transferred me hete
23 vears ago, [ looked around to see, among
uthet things, how Washington compared with
places | hiad lived betore: llinois, Morida,
California and Texas. | noticed the freeway
markings were far hehind thoses in California,
Public ransportation left much (o be desived,
Our infrasoucnire hepred for overhaol.

I'noticed one more thing, 8 good thing—a
preat thing: Washingten State far excelled
those nther slates in il state parks.

Cher the ensuing decades, for better oe
worse, Washington largely caught up with
uther states in terms of infrastructure admin-
istration and remained well ahead in state
parks, We must niot repress toward the mean
in this transcendent area, Uur parks are our
crowm jesvels, We cannot surrencder them al
the first sign of economic hardship,

Indeed, to do sowoilid prove penny wise
and pound foolizh, Kopachuck State Park,
acquired hy the state in three parcels Bom
18955-72, cost taxpayers $541,600,

At a time when most beaches in ourarea
are private, it affords more than a mile of
heseh aceess to children and others who
rTlll:ighL otherwise have no access to a beach at
all,

Ohur best guess of Kopachuck's anmual op-
crating cost today is $119,300, or about 1 fur
each visitor to the park. Our quick estimate of
its intrinsic value today;, based on property in
proximity to it is $35 million, .

To liphtly surrender our state propecy
worth 295 times its anmual operaling cost
in the name of savings is highet math lost
onme, Mome other than Albect Einstein fa:
mously said, “Not everything that counts can
he connted, and not everything that can be
counlbed counts.”

Lel’s turn, then, to those things that do
CLILrL,

b The ranger. A ranger {5 not a peace officer,
not a naturalist, not an outdoorsman, not a
mentor, a teacher, an environmentalist, pro-
tector or preservationist, A ranper is all those
things — and ata bargain-basement price. |
do not want to embarrass sur beloved rang-
ers, bt their salaries are & matter of public re-
cord. Forall their education, training and love
of their mission, they make about half the pay
of a county sherifl's deputy. Yet, they keep the

‘peace in our park. Further, their presence in

for-those i suppor
 Bechstate parks wl

b state Ligislatire's chiopping blors

our park prevents crime belofe it appens.

b County depulies and fiest tesponders,

Ry delinilion, their reaction is d response 1o
probable cause that a crime 15 in progress or
hias alecady happetied. Our live-in ranger at
Kopachuck s Hke 3 lock on a door, keeping
honest folks honest and driving would-he
perpetrators to simpler pickings,

Speaking of pickings, on Sunday, March
1, when 600 people came oul during a eold,
driving rain to show theirsupport for keep-
ing Kopachuck asa stale park, poachers were
picking salal for sale to flozists,

The rangers pul a guick stop to it. Can you
imagine!the reaction of a 9-1-1 operator toa
vall reporting that people were picking salal
al Kopachuck? Our rangers provide a similar
role in preventing over-harvesting and out-
of-season harvesting of shellfish and othear
resources atthe park.

I compare our rangers to deputies for
reason, I this commission were to Lransler
Kopachuck, the anly Ekely recipient would be
Peninsula M r:tmpnfilau Parks,

L kmowe thit the people of Penbdet Parks,
likerthe people here, love patks. But they have
even less money han does this state depart
menk I ey were to take over administeation
of Kopachuck, they would immediately have
to seck outside support.

For satety, that means the Pierce County
sherift, for Kopachuck is miles from the City
of Gig Harbor. Te provide 24-hour patrol
would take five deputies,

Here i5 whar Pieree County Sheriff Paul A,
Pastor has to say about the prospect of Laking
o the policing of Kopachuck:

"Parks are valuable and are important as-
pects of the l}(liiﬂify ullile i our avea, Kopach
uck State Park is & wonderfil place — [ used
toy tarke oy kidds there when they were growing
up: Rernoving ranger/ police/ security services
froim the park makes itvulnerable to being
taken over by law breakers who are looking
for a place to hide,

"Several years ago, we had a problem with
drug manufacturing and dealiog in parks.

It was only through a concerted and costly
cffort that we removed meth labs and meth
markets. No one benefits if parks ane lefl
abandoned to criminals, Crime and criminals
in parks vl cause them to he avoided by

decent peaple and will canse them to become
hang-ouls for those who break the lawand
victimize others”

Penhdet, too, would have to seek operating
capital, tor it has no money for such at this
time. That would mean a levy,

Lets niot even examing the prospect (hal
the fevy might fail, 5t if it were to pass, Qe
payback would fall toall the residents of e
g Harhor peninsulas whether they use the
park or nol; and none would fall o those out-
siders whonm we would welcome to ou pack

Adnodest user fee, note that it would take
only about 31 per visitor to break even, makes
mueh better sense. In the first 48 davs after
POPs inception, we garnered mare than
2,000 sienatures of support from residents of
36 citles in Washington and from other stales.,
Notone of those penple would ehject Lo a to-
ken feeifit meant keeping the park as is.

Morenver, = [ee is nol the only means of
enhancing revenue. With ranger oversight
andvoluntest SUPPOLE, We cal oper & con-
cession stand at Kopachuck with proceeds to
the park, Statfed by volunteers, we could rent
canoes for visits to Curs Island, rent snorkel
gear, and sell diinks and snacks,

We could easily makeup the shortfall just
by opening during the busy sumimer months.

That beps the question of an “opl out”
statewide fee for all siade parks, often referned
to as the Montana Plan. We could institute a
%5 fee nn antnmobile tag and driver’s license
issiance thal would tequire people soin:
clined Lo opt out, rather than opt in, (Note:
This isthe plan adopted by the stave Legis-
lature and signed into law by the governor.

— Editor)

Iwant to stressthat we come here, today,
notto condermn this commission for its
stewatdship of our beloved Knpachuek bul to
praise this commission. | believe you embedy
the spitit of a Native American proverh (hat,
“We do niot inherit the Bdarth fromeour ances-
tors: we borrowy il froen our children.”

Yeourare doing a fine joby, at exemplary job
of administering our precious resources, We
helieve that no one can do as good 4 job as
LEITR
" With no malice toward PenMet Parks, if
they were to emulate vour administration of
Kopachuckwith np loss in services or safety,
we belicve they would consume four times as
much of our money. They cannot afford that;
and we cannot afford that.

That leaves us with the inevitable conelu-
sion that the costwould go u{:- as the level of
service and safety wonld o down,

To fake it further, before long, our much-
loved Kopachuck would leom as a diminish
ing public msource that would force us to
think the unthinkable — permanent elosure
— qan, wionse, sale to-commercial develap-
menl,

Gerry Buldwin of Gig Harbor is o spokesman for
Preserve Oy Parks, He can be reached o 253-203-
S04,



